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 A Verse for the Year 

Jeremiah 29:11: 

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, 

‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.’ 

SHARING LIFE THROUGH LEARNING 
Ray Porter will continue with his series on the Book of Revelation.  

The book has assumed a contemporary significance as texts from it have been 
used to enthuse American GIs for warfare in the Middle East.  

Is that a proper way to understand the book?  
 

The next meeting will take place in the church hall  
at 6pm on Sunday 25th October. 

 

NEW TO ST MARY’S? 

 It’s great to have you here and we hope you enjoy being with us. 

Please help yourself to a ‘WELCOME to our church’ leaflet, which you 
will find on a wall rack in the foyer. This gives details of all our      

Sunday services and week day activities and our contact details.  
Please do introduce yourself to one of the welcomers or service  

leaders. You are very welcome here!  



 

A Word from the Churchwarden 

October is certainly set to be a busy month for the church. By the time you read 

this newsletter the applications for the vacancy will have closed and a down      

select  committee consisting of the archdeacon, the Patron and the two parish 

representatives will meet on 5
th
 October to shortlist the candidates. Interviews will 

then take place at church on Monday 19
th
 October with the above four joined by 

the bishop of Bedford. Please pray for both days; in praying it may be helpful to 

use a bible passage such as Titus 1:5-9 or 1 Timothy 3:1-7. I cannot over          

emphasise the need for continued prayer over the coming weeks for the           

appointment of a new incumbent, that God’s wisdom will inform and guide the   

interview panel in selecting his chosen candidate for the parish of Eaton Socon. 

We hope to be able to update the parish by November. 

The bishop of Bedford will be joining us on Sunday 18
th
 October for a service of           

Confirmation where it is planned that five of our members will be confirmed, again 

please pray for the candidates Keighley Lee, Ben Frohock, Reece Elsby,        

Chaniece Bayliss and Katie Williams, as they take the next steps in their Christian 

journey.  

During the summer new bishop of St Albans, Andrew Rumsey, 

reached out to the church to ask if we would like him to come on a 

Sunday in the autumn and he will be with us on Sunday 1
st
        

November to take part in our normal 9am and 10.30am services. 

Scott Grace and I had the privilege of attending the induction of 

bishop Alan as the 11
th
 bishop of St Albans on the 19

th
 September 

and an enjoyable service it was too with much pomp and           

ceremony as you would expect. There is a short video on YouTube, just search:     

Meet the New Bishop of St Albans 

As many of you will know the Rev David Miller had a TIA in August. This was a 

challenging time for David and Sarah and David had to step away from church 

duties for a short time. I am pleased to say David has made a good recovery and 

hopes to resume leading services in October. Please continue to pray for David 

and Sarah and for our other retired clergy Ray and George who along with John, 

Jenny and Jane have taken on additional commitments in this period of vacancy. 

All are volunteers giving of their own time and talents and we are so grateful to 

them. 

There are a lot of prayer requests within my letter, but then we are called to be 

both a people and a church of prayer. 

Blessings  David (Churchwarden) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjhQfrQOjKY&t=59s


               Sunday 18th October 10.00am  

 

Mission Update 
 

We continue to receive updates from Teresha, both project work and 
family life. In their latest update they have explained their vision to buy 
land and build a permanent home for the family. Firstly,this would pro-
vide a safe and settled space for the family, and a place to offer a wel-

coming ministry. Secondly the grounds would become a smallholding for 
food production ie.cereals, livestock etc. I think after 20 years of renting 

and moving, some good some bad, most of us would want to settle 
down! 

More details will be posted on the World Mission noticeboard.  
Please pray for their endeavours. 

 
News from the McClymonts is encouraging and their OMF mission in 

Keswick was a great success. Lots of things are happening in their lives. 
House moves and workwise!. Keep up by reading their updates. 

 
Finally, would you consider prayerfully whether you would like to be part 

of the Mission Team?. If you feel so led  please speak to a member 
of the team. 

 
Remember to see the Mission Team notice board for all our  

Mission Partners updates.  
 

Thank you and God bless. 

led by Richard Bishop of Bedford.  

Please do come if you can to  

support the candidates. 



Our Youth Café is run under the auspices  

and guidance of Youth for Christ. 



Youth Update  

Hello everyone, although the summer months are meant to be quieter 
for youth leaders, we have had a busy time taking some of our youth to 

New Day this summer then attending ‘New Day’ get together events  
during August, hosted by the three churches who attended from St     

Neots which were St Mary’s Church, Open Door Church and                 
One Life Church. 

 Term kicked off with the first Fusion session due to start on Friday 4th 
September but unfortunately had to be cancelled due to lack of leaders. 
This has been resolved for now but is still an ongoing worry as we have 
up to 60 youth attending on Friday nights. In response we have decided 
to hold an open prayer meeting on Saturday 7th November to include all 
church members to pray for our on going youth work and to ask God for 

guidance in this area. Please save the date and come along to             
pray with us.  

However, I’m happy to report that the Youth Cafe was able to start up 
again on the 7th September with 30 attending and plenty of adult         

volunteers there to welcome them. Many of the new Year 7’s turned up     
looking smart in their new school uniforms and talking excitedly about 

their new teachers and timetables.  

Thank you again to all of you who bought cakes at our September cake 
sale. We raised just over £100.00. We would like to afford to buy some 
new mats to put down in the main body of the church for both Fusion 

and Little Stars to use, so this will be a good start which we can add to 
from our October and November sales. The next cake sale is on the        

11th October.  

And finally, to try to encourage more young people into church on     
Sundays we are going to trial a new time for them to attend. After       

half-term we will meet in the church hall from 5-6.30pm. We feel this 
maybe a better time for teenagers as they can have time to get all their 
homework done, attend other clubs or have a lie in! But don’t worry, our 

youth will still be present in the morning service once a month to sell 
cakes at our cake sale.  

Thank you for all your encouragement and generosity towards the young 
people that attend St Mary’s, we look forward to giving you another     

update in the next newsletter.  

Julia and Heather. 



Refreshments will be served at the end of the service 

An opportunity for those 

who have been bereaved 

to come together to thank 

God for the life of their 

loved one and to seek 

peace and comfort from 

God in their bereavement. 

Service of Memories at St Mary’s Eaton Socon 

 Sunday 1st November 2026 at 6pm 

ADVANCE NOTICES 

‘Sharing the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus 
said “Go and do likewise.” That is the mission of 

Samaritan's Purse - to follow the example of 
Christ, working with the local church to       

demonstrate the love of God to people in need 
around the world. ‘  

Shoeboxes will be appearing in church during  

October. Please take one to fill and return. 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR YOUTH 

There will be a prayer meeting to pray for our youth on  

Saturday 7th November in the church hall  

between 10am and 11.30am. Please do join us if you can. 





Calendar for OCTOBER 

MONDAY 

Café on the Green - 10am  - Not 19th  

Youth Café - 3.30pm - Not 19th   

5th - Churchyard working party 
 

19th - Prospective Vicar Interviews  

Please pray for wisdom and the discernment of God’s will. 
 

TUESDAY         

Morning Prayer - 9am      

Craft Group - 10am  
 

WEDNESDAY 

Holy Communion - 9am 

Little Stars - 10am (term time) 

Bell Ringing Practice - 7.30pm 
 

THURSDAY  

Prayer Meeting - 9am 

29th - 12pm - Thursday Lunch Club  

20th - 7.45pm - PCC meeting  
 

FRIDAY 

9th - Community Litter Pick - 9.30am 

Food bank - 10am—12noon 

Friday Club - 5pm (term time) 

Fusion - 7.30pm (term time) 
 

SATURDAY 

3rd - 2pm - 4.30pm - Coffee Afternoon at the Stables in Bolnhurst 
 

SUNDAY  

11th - Youth Cake Sale 

11th - 3pm - Wildlife Walk         

18th - 2pm - HIVE in the Church Hall 

25th - 6pm - Sharing Life through Learning - in the church hall 


