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Why are we talking money?

We're happy to talk money because Jesus was happy to talk money! Jesus actually
talked more about money than about love.

Being part of St Mary’s means being part of a family. Together we share the Gospel
through worship, prayer, and serving our community — and together we carry the
responsibility of resourcing God’s work here in the Eatons, St Neots, and beyond.

Unlike many organisations, we don’t have outside funding. All we do is made
possible through the faithful giving of our Church family. Thank you for the way that
so many of you already give generously.

A look at our finances

Our General fund carries most of our day-to-day income and expenditure. We aim
for it to break even year-on-year. Last year it had the tiniest surplus, but this year
we're heading at present for a deficit over £6,000.

And that is after cutting back where we can. In particular, there are two places where
we have cut back but should be paying more:

+ We want to give to mission 10% of planned giving, but last year and this we are
only giving 7.5%. That ‘saves’ us about £3,000 a year.

+ Forthe last two years we did not pay our full Parish Share to the Diocese. We
were about £8,500 short last year. This year, because we have no Vicar at
present, we're being asked for a bit less. It would require just an additional
£2,324 to pay in full.

What can we do about it?

Three quarters of our General fund income is money that we as church members
give regularly by Direct Debit or Standing Order. We're expecting that to reach over
£113,000 this year — thank you! Giving regularly is helpful to the PCC, and also good
Christian practice. To paraphrase St Paul:

On payday, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping
with your income ... (1 Corinthians 16 v 2).



So what'’s this about a Gift Day?
How can we respond?

It's up to all of us who count ourselves members of St Mary’s to decide
prayerfully how much of our income we should give away, and how much of
that should go to our church family.

— Pray! - for St Mary’s — its work and our own contribution, in time and
commitment as well as money

— Review our giving — just like in our own households, Church costs rise
each year, and our income needs to increase. If we already give regularly, it's
an opportunity to review it

— Start giving regularly — if you’re not already giving by Standing Order or
through the Parish Giving Scheme, could you begin? Even a small regular
gift makes a big difference.

— Make a one-off Gift Day contribution — for all of us, it's an opportunity to
give an extra one-off gift, so that together we can keep St Mary’s ministry
fully resourced. Could you help us close this year’s gap, and pay this year’s
Parish Share in full?

— Gift Aid - if you're a UK taxpayer, don't forget Gift Aid adds 25% at no
extra cost. There’s a Gift Aid form on page 6.

— Tell us - it would help us plan if you could please complete page 5 of this
booklet.

Gift Day 2026 — Sunday 18 October

How to give
— Online: Visit eatonsocon.org/donations
— On paper: Forms are available in this leaflet.

— Any questions? Our Treasurer, Anthony Harris, would be happy to chat
confidentially K 07802 218279 | E&Jfinance@eatonsocon.org


http://eatonsocon.org/donations

How to give regularly

/There are two different ways to give regularly:\
1. Parish Giving Scheme (see below)

\ 2. Bank Standing Order (see page 7)

/
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PARISH SCHEME

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a free way to plan your regular giving and,

where appropriate, to do so tax efficiently.

How does it work?

Regular donations to St Mary’s are made via the PGS by Direct Debit on a
monthly, quarterly or annual basis on the first day of the month. Your full gift is
then credited to St Mary’s within ten days with any Gift Aid following in due
course.

The PGS completes all the administration at no financial or administrative cost
to St Mary’s. This is one small way the Church of England is helping Churches
with their administration.

A key feature of PGS is that you can choose to inflation-proof your gift. This
ensures that donations keep pace with inflation and helps meet St Mary’s costs.
At all times, you retain full control of how much you give.

For more information or to join the Parish Giving E '-"- -|.' .
Scheme, please either visit www.parishgiving.org.uk and = .': 'ti-'uTl- r :-ll-
search for Eaton Socon (Parish Code 320632297); pick _-l-u :

up a PGS flyer from the Finance table in church; or :

speak to the Treasurer.
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Cut here -~ —--------------"-"-"-"-"-"—-"—-"—"—-—“"—“"—-"—" -~~~ - - - -

Your Details (if you give anonymously using the PGS, please leave *Your Details’ blank)

Name
Address

Postcode

Email

Your Response (tick all that apply)

| would like to give a one-off gift of £

| commit to increasing my regular giving by £
Weekly Monthly

Quarterly Yearly

(Date)

| would like to start supporting St Mary’s through regular giving

Gift Aid can be claimed on my gift as | pay Tax
(please complete the Gift Aid Declaration on the next page if

not already completed)

Date:

Signature:

When completed, please place in Offertory plate at any service
or return to the Church Office. (It will only be seen by the Treasurer)

To find out more about Regular Planned Giving, please contact:
The Treasurer - Anthony Harris
Tel: 07802 218279 / Email: finance@eatonsocon.org
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Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid is reclaimed by St Mary’s from the tax you pay for the current tax
year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:

| want to Gift Aid any donations | make in the future or have made in the past 4
years to Eaton Socon Parochial Church Council (charity 1130537).

| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.

My Details

Title First name or initial(s)

Surname

Full Home address

Postcode Date

Please notify the Church Treasurer if you:

e want to cancel this declaration
e change your name or home address
e no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the
additional tax relief due to you, you must include your Gift Aid donations on your tax
return.




Cut here

Bank/Building Society Name:

Address:

Post Code:

Account Name:

Sort code:

Account Number:

Please pay ‘Eaton Socon Parochial Church Council’

The sum of £

And in words:

Commencing on date:

And a like sum every month/quarter/year until further notice. (Please delete if not applicable).
Please debit my account with each payment made. This order cancels any previous instruction
in favour of the above account.

Eaton Socon PCC Bank:

Barclays Bank UK PLC

Address:

Leicester
LE87 2BB

Account Name:

Eaton Socon Parochial Church Council

Sort Code and Account Number:

20-74-81 60347043

Signature:




Bring the
whole tithe
into the
storehouse...

...that
there may

be food in
my house.

St Mary’s Church Eaton Socon PE19 8EJ\‘ -
Website: eatonsocon.org
Registered Charity No: 1130537



