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A Word from the Churchwarden 
 

Well, what a summer! Five heatwaves to date as I write this letter. I 
know for some it will have been too much while others may have    
wondered why they booked to go abroad. Over the summer I was     

privileged to go to the New Day festival and see the youth have a great 
time learning, worshipping and having fun, ably led by Heather and 

Julia with support from some of our young adults. Marc Bergeret and I 
went along to support the catering team. 

 

The Holiday Club was reduced to three days this year and enjoyed by 
60+ children. It culminated in the holiday club service and BBQ. Well 

done to Liz and all the team who made it such a successful event. 

 

To update on the vacancy process: advertising for the role should 
have commenced by the time you receive this newsletter, with         

applications closing at the end of September. There will then be a 
down select panel to review the applications in early October. There is 
an interview day planned for Monday the 19th of October. The interview 

panel will consist of the bishop of Bedford, the Archdeacon, the 
Patron’s representative and our two church representatives, Jane 

Gogarty and Edward Jarvis. If a suitable candidate is identified and 
agreed upon, then an offer will be made and if accepted it is likely we 

will have a new vicar in place at the earliest mid-February but         
potentially after Easter if there are school children involved.             

As always, if you have questions reach out to Edward or myself. 

 

Sunday 27th September will be our Finance focus, always a difficult 
topic to tackle. The church is currently running a deficit budget, even 
though we have reduced expenditure in the interregnum. Please pray 
and review your giving as individuals and continue to pray also for the 

church regarding it’s giving and planning. 

 

Again, I would like to express my thanks to all those involved in leading 
or taking part in services for all your time, effort and service. 

Blessings 

David (Churchwarden) 



World Mission News 
 

As the summer draws to a close we were blessed to have been visited by not 

one, but two of our Mission Partners this year. In July Teresha and her three 

girls, Wisey, Alexi and Ame visited us and showed us an insightful video about 

the work Triumph Heart Uganda is doing. 

Teresha was able to visit other churches in the area to spread the word           

recruiting more donors and creating a lot of interest. She left the UK with extra 

suitcases full of toys, laptops and mobile phones all generously donated by the 

congregation and wanted us to pass on her heart felt thanks to everyone for 

the love and commitment St Mary’s has shown to her family and Triumph 

Heart.  

We were able to take Wisey and Alexi to New Day with us this year. Once the 

girls had got over their shyness they settled in and said it was the best            

experience of their trip to England and want to come again next time!  

We were also visited by Mano in August who came and preached at both     

services on the 16th before returning to Sri Lanka to start a new term at the        

Colombo Seminary where she lectures. 

Thank you all for your prayers and support for our Mission Partners. Please 

continue to look at the Mission notice board for updates and prayer points. 



Calendar for SEPTEMBER 
 

MONDAY 

Café on the Green - 10am  - (Proceeds on 21st to McMillan) 

Youth Café - 3.30pm (For children in Years 7-11) (term time)  

7th - Churchyard working party 
 

TUESDAY         

Morning Prayer - 9am      

Craft Group - 10am  
 

WEDNESDAY 

Holy Communion - 9am 

Little Stars - 10am (term time) 

Bell Ringing Practice - 7.30pm 
 

THURSDAY  

Prayer Meeting - 9am 

24th - 12pm - Thursday Lunch Club  

24th - 7.45pm - PCC meeting  
 

FRIDAY 

Food bank - 10am—12noon 

Starting on 11th - Friday Club - 5pm (term time) 

Fusion - 7.30pm (term time) 
 

SATURDAY 

5th - 10am - 2pm - Repair and Alterations in the church hall. 

5th - 2pm - 4.30pm - Coffee Afternoon at the Stables in Bolnhurst 
 

SUNDAY  

13th - 3pm - Wildlife Walk         

13th - 2pm - HIVE in the Church Hall 

27th - 6pm - Sharing Life through Learning - in the church hall 


