
 

 
 

 

 
 

GREEN SHOOTS – JULY 2026 

Our occasional newsletter - number 21 
 
This edition looks at ways in which we can all play a part in caring for God’s creation. 
In the UK we take clean water and hygienic toilet facilities for granted. That’s not the case 
in many parts of the world. Creation Care, on behalf of St. Mary’s, takes part in Toilet 
Twinning. In the first article, Roger Peppiatt explains how individuals can also be involved 
in this. This is followed by suggestions and tips on re-using/recycling items, that might 
otherwise be discarded, for use in the garden.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toilet Twinning 
 by Roger Peppiatt 

 
 
The next time you visit one of the church toilets, look out for the certificates displayed 
showing that it is “twinned” with a toilet in a poor country.  
We take a toilet for granted. But there are two billion people in the world who don’t 
have somewhere safe or hygienic to go to the toilet. By donating £60 for each of our 
toilets, ours are officially twinned, which means that our money is helping to provide 
clean water, sanitation and hygiene education in poor countries. We joined this worthy 
scheme in 2021 and every year we renew one of our donations. 
toilettwinning.org is run by Tearfund, the well-known Christian relief agency. Its strap 
line is “Toilets, taps and training – a life-saving trio”. They work in many countries, 
from Afghanistan to Zambia. 
You can twin your own toilet at home. Visit www.toilettwinning.org, donate £60 and 
receive a framed certificate marking your donation. 
This video tells you more: 
 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6ad46JPJyQ  
 

“Help to flush away poverty, one toilet at a time!” 
 

Water(and energy)-saving tips from Roger – whenever you boil a kettle, pour any unused 
hot water into a thermos flask for use later. And a water butt is invaluable for garden 
watering, especially when we have a hose-pipe ban. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6ad46JPJyQ


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

Two litre plastic bottles – the kind used for bottled water 
and fizzy drinks have several uses. The first photo shows 
how they can be used as mini-cloches to germinate seeds 
(in this case French beans growing up an obelisk) sown 
directly in the ground, removing the need to grow in pots 
and then transplant. The bottom of the bottle is removed, 
the bottle pushed into the ground over the seed and a 
short cane used to help anchor it. Note the (empty!) snail 
shells used as cane toppers. 

The second photo shows a bottle used the other way up, 
with the neck pushed into the ground, as a watering device 
– pour water directly into the bottle so that it is released 
into the ground, rather than evaporating from the surface. 
Again, a short cane helps to anchor it. 

                   
 
A variety of bird scarers that don’t harm the birds – 
a potato and feathers construction, children’s windmills in 
vegetable beds, old cd’s suspended on string in fruit trees.  
 

Plastic bottles can also be used to deter slugs and snails from eating seedlings and young 
plants – things like lettuce and cabbage. Cut top and bottom from the bottle, cut it in 
half to make two short cylinders. At one end of each half, cut downwards for about an 
inch to create a fringe. This is the top of the “slug stopper”. Put the cylinder over the 
plant – slugs and snails don’t like climbing over the sharp, fringed pieces. 

Diary Dates 
Churchyard working parties: August 3rd, September 7th 
Wildlife Walks: N.B. August 9th walk CANCELLED ,  next walk September 13th 

St Mary’s Creation Care Coordinating Group:  

Anthony Harris, Audrey Hedges, Roger Peppiatt, Margaret Tabone. 
Our group reports to the PCC. We have a page on the church website 
www.eatonsocon.org/creation-care. We would be pleased to hear your views and 
suggestions – please email to creationcare@eatonsocon.org or leave a voicemail message 
on 01480 352154 (church office). 
 

https://www.eatonsocon.org/creation-care/

